
We’ve heard from many teachers that 

having different calculator models in the 

classroom can cause issues with teaching 

and learning. We have listened to teacher 

feedback on social media and feel it is 

time to help teachers and parents tackle 

this issue and #BuySafe.

What are the issues?

Not all calculators are created equal, some models are poor quality and 

are missing important functionality. 

We reviewed 5 scientific calculators available in high street stores in the UK. All 5 

calculators had at least two of the following issues:

Build: 

• Poor build quality (1 even rattled if you shook it)

Display: 

• Old-fashioned single-line display, making it hard to read:

          compared to 

Functionality:

• Lacks the ability to enter or display a recurring decimal

• Lacks the ability to calculate tables of values for graphs

• Lacks the ability to calculate equivalent ratios

• Does not support lists, so students can't see all data entered at once

• Does not support frequency tables

• Has complicated multi-key statistics operations

Different displays, menus and button layouts make it harder for students to

follow the class, or not know how to use the calculator.
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What can you do?

We understand that it is not always easy prescribing a calculator that parents 

‘must’ buy. But parents can be confused when looking at calculators because they 

look very similar in their packaging. They need your guidance. 

Our survey among teachers indicated that schools that provide calculator 

guidance, or a calculator policy, have fewer issues with calculators in their 

classrooms. Ultimately it avoids parents buying substandard calculators for their 

children (or worse, having to buy twice).

Writing your calculator guidance

You will want your guidance or policy to reflect your school’s ethos and teaching 

policies. Be it to specify a particular model or allow a choice, we have some 

suggested templates to get you started. 

The templates are available in a separate document. You can customise the 

template for your school and the level of control you require. We’ve written it in 

the style of an email, but can be adapted to other formats. 

Communicating your calculator guidance

We can’t decide how to communicate for your school. However, in our experience 

communicating with teachers, students and parents, we find that it is good to use 

a few methods to avoid the message getting lost!

• Website - so you can always refer to it or send a link to parents and students

• Email is probably the easiest

• A letter is effective, but like an email it can get lost

• Face to face at open evenings is always good reinforcement, but doesn’t reach

everyone

• Tell students as part of a lesson - but it can easily be forgotten

For more resources such as posters and getting started videos, please visit 

https://education.casio.co.uk/resources?curriculum=GCSE

https://education.casio.co.uk/resources?curriculum=GCSE

